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empty ceremonial acts of devotion must eventually perish, as a
hollow tree must perish when it no longer is able to extract its
nourishment from the living earth. And Hinduism is no longer
that dead and hideous spiritual affliction which it may have been
a few generations ago. The doors and windows of the old temples
are being opened wide. Strange things are happening along the
banks of the Ganges. When strange things happen among
350,000,000 people, they are apt to form a new chapter in the
history of the world.
India, although it has several large towns, is still essentially a
country of villages, for 71% of the people continue to live in the
country. The rest are spread among die cities of which you should
at least know the names. There is Calcutta, at the mouth of the
Ganges and Brahmaputra. It began as an insignificant fishing
village, but during the eighteenth century it became the centre for
the British East India Company's operations against the French
and developed into the leading harbour of all India. It lost a great
deal of its former importance when the Suez Canal was opened,
because steamers found it more convenient to go directly to Bom-
bay or to Karachi than to Calcutta when they happened to have a
cargo for the Indus region or the Punjab. Bombay on its little
island is also a creation of the East India Company, which in-
tended to use it as a naval base and a harbour of export for the
Dcccan cotton trade. It was so eminently suited for this purpose
that it attracted sctders from all over Asia, and became the home
of the last remaining group of followers of the Persian prophet,
Zoroaster. These Parsees belong to the richest and most intelligent
group of natives. Their worship of fire as something holy which
must not be defiled makes it impossible for them to burn their
dead. Hence Bombay has attracted a sort of lugubrious attention
as the city where the Parsee corpses are thrown to the vultures, a
form of destruction which is so swift that it seems preferable to die
slower method of being eaten by ordinary worms*
On the eastern shores of the Dcccan peninsula lies Madras, the
mainportof the coast of Garomandd. The French city of Pondi-
cherry, a litdc towards the sooth, is a reminder of the days when